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1. Although the politics of science and technology is a topic of long-standing interest in
science and technology studies (STS), the ways in which STS scholars have
conceptualized and studied politics have changed considerably over the past half
century. During the 1960s and 1970s researchers frequently focused on Cold War—era
geopolitics, and they also reacted to the growing vulnerability of scientific research to
the influence of powerful state and market actors.... During the 1980s and 1990s—
when studies of laboratories, networks, and controversies were especially prominent—
a different set of ideas about the politics of science and technology gained traction.
Constructivist research tended to frame the problem of politics in epistemic terms, and
it focused on conflicts over knowledge claims and technological designs.
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2. Much of the social sciences and humanities, including the interdisciplinary field of
science and technology studies (STS), have treated the three concepts of sex, gender,
and sexuality (SG&S) as distinct. One of feminist STS’s major contributions has been
to show the interrelatedness of SG&S as material, embodied, and discursive sites in and
through which power and power relations coalesce. Due in large part to this body of
scholarship, these categories are no longer understood through either essentialist or
constructivist frames; they are no longer debated as the results of either nature or
nurture. Instead, feminist STS has encouraged an understanding of SG&S as complex
entanglements among what we know as nature/biology and culture/technology.
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