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1. Technology is a vitally important aspect of the human condition. Technologies feed, clothe, and
provide shelter for us; they transport, entertain, and heal us; they provide the bases of wealth and
of leisure; they also pollute and kill. For good or ill, they are woven inextricably into the fabric
of our lives, from birth to death, at home, in school, in paid work. Rich or poor, employed or
non-employed, woman or man, 'black’ or 'white', north or south - all of our lives are intertwined
with technologies, from simple tools to large technical systems. When this intertwining is
discussed in newspapers or other mass media, the dominant account of it can be summed up as
'technological determinism'. Technologies change, either because of scientific advance or

following a logic of their own; and they then have effects on society.
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2. In the past twenty years, the continued rise of health activism—especially but not exclusively in
North America, Europe, and Australia—has been taken as emblematic of new trends in
contemporary citizenship. While some social scientists have approached the study of health
advocacy movements and organizations using social movement theory,1 many have drawn on
Paul Rabinow’s concept of “biosociality” to understand the enactment of new forms of
belonging. For Rabinow and Nikolas Rose, patient groups are “biosocial collectives” in which
members enact “biological citizenship”: a new form of belonging in the “age of biomedicine,
biotechnology and genomics” in which people increasingly think and speak of themselves in

biological terms.
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